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SPEECH BY SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
DEMOCRATIC PARTY OFFICERS CONVENTION
GREAT FALLS, MONTANA
NOVEMBER 2, 1985
INTRODUCTION
THANK YOU*
(RECOGNITION OF PEOPLE AT THE HEAD TABLE).
I WANT TO EXTEND A SPECIAL WELCOME TONIGHT TO
NEW MEMBERS OF THE MONTANA DEMOCRATIC PARTY *,*-TO
THOSE OF YOU WHO RESPONDED TO MY PERSONAL INVITA-
TION TO JOIN OUR PARTY.
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YOU'LL FIND THAT WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON BEING A PARTY
OF PEOPLE AND ORGANIZATION.
.GATHERINGS LIKE THIS ARE LIKE FAMILY REUNIONS, A
TIME TO SEE FRIENDS, TO SWAP STORIES, TO SHARE IDEAS.
IT"S ALSO A TIME FOR US TO CHECK OUR BEARINGS, SET
OUR GOALS, AND MEASURE OUR PROGRESS, BOTH HERE AT HOME
AND ACROSS THE COUNTRY.
DEMOCRATS IN THE WEST
HERE AT HOME, WE MONTANA DEMOCRATS CAN STILL SAVOR
.1984's VICTORIES. BUT IT WASN'T MUCH FUN FOR Ml*VOTHER
DEMOCRATS AROUND THE COUNTRY LAST YEAR -- OR FOR THAT
MATTER, THE LAST SEVERAL YEARS.
IN 1980, A REAGAN LANDSLIDE NOT ONLY COST US THE
WHITE HOUSE, BUT ALSO THE SENATE.
IN 1980, GREAT DEMOCRATIC SENATORS LIKE FRANK
CHURCH, GEORGE MCGOVERN, JOHN CULVER AND BIRCH BAYH ALL
WERE DEFEATED.
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POLITICAL ANALYSTS HAILED THE ASCENDENCY OF THE
REPUBLICAN PARTY AND THE FALL OF DEMOCRATS. AND WE IN
THE WEST, SUPPOSEDLY, WERE TO BE THE CORNERSTONE OF A
REPUBLICAN-DOMINATED GOVERNMENT,
WELL, HOW TIMES CHANGE. LIKE flARK TWAIN, WE CAN
PROCLAIM THAT "REPORTS OF OUR DEATH ARE GREATLY EXAGGERATED
OUR REBIRTH BEGAN AS EARLY AS 1982. WHEN OUR OWN
DOC MELCHER STUNNED NCPAC AND THE NEW RIGHT WITH HIS
SUCCESSFUL COUNTERATTACK. LAST YEAR, TED SET A NEW
STANDARD FOR SUCCESSFUL RE-ELECTION CAMPAIGNS,
AND THE PROSPECTS IN WESTERN SENATE RACES FOR 1986
ARE EVEN BETTER.
IN SOUTH DAKOTA, CONGRESSMAN TOM DASHLE HAS A
SOLID CHANCE TO UNSEAT SENATOR JIM ABDNOR.
NORTH DAKOTA SENATOR MARK ANDREWS IS VULNERABLE TO
A STRONG CHALLENGE.
IN WASHINGTON, FORMER CONGRESSMAN AND CABINET
SECRETARY BROCK ADAMS WILL RUN STRONGLY AGAINST SLADE
GORTON FOR THE SENATE.
-11.-
IDA40's GOVERNOR -JOHN EVANS IS A GOOD BET TO BEAT
STEVE SYMMS.
THE RETIREMENT.OF PAUL LAXALT IN NEVADA OPENS THE
DOOR FOR CONGRESSMAN HARRY REID.
AND IN OREGON, SENATOR PACKWOOD MAY FACE A STRONG
CHALLENGE FROM A SOLID YOUNG CONGRESSMAN, RON WYDEN.
THESE VICTORIES WILL SOLIDLY PROPEL DEMOCRATS INTO
CONTROL OF THE SENATE ONCE AGAIN.
BUT WHY DOES THE TIDE SEEM TO BE TURNING IN OUR
FAVOR? WHAT ARE WE DOING THAT MERITS THE RETURN OF
THE SENATE TO OUR STEWARDSHIP? WHY HAS THE OUTLOOK
FOR DEMOCRATS CHANGED SO MUCH? WHAT ARE WE DOING RIGHT?
THE KEYS TO VICTORY
WELL, JUST LOOK AROUND THE WEST.
DEMOCRATS IN THE WEST ARE ADDRESSING THE MOST
IMPORTANT ISSUES THAT FACE THIS NATION: INTERNATIONAL
TRADE, OUR INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVENESS, AMERICAN
PRODUCTIVITY, THE BUDGET, TAXES, JOBS, ECONOMIC GROWTH,
THE ENVIRONMENT AND HEALTH CARE.
THESE ISSUES HOLD THE KEYS TO OUR FUTURE IN THE
WEST -- AND TO OUR FUTURE AS A NATION.
INTERNATIONAL TRADE IS ONE IMPORTANT EXAMPLE.
SINCE REAGAN BECAME PRESIDENT, OUR TRADE DEFICIT
HAS QUADRUPLED, TO $123 BILLION. FOR EVERY $2 WORTH OF
U. S. GOODS GOING OUT, $3 WORTH OF FOREIGN GOODS ARE
COMING IN -- DEVASTATING MONTANA'S MINING,'FOREST
PRODUCTS, AGRICULTURE AND TOURISM W.
AND SINCE THE RULE OF THUMB IS THAT FOR EVERY ONE
BILLION DOLLARS IN TRADE DEFICIT, WE LOSE 25,000 JOBS
OVERSEAS. THE REAGAN TRADE DEFICIT MEANS THAT 3 MILLION
AMERICAN JOBS HAVE GONE OVERSEAS!
THE REPUBLICAN SQLUTION IS TO PRAISE THE FREEMARKET
AND DO NOTHING.
OTHERS WANT TO BUILD A PROTECTIONIST WALL AROUND
AMERICA, AS IF WE WERE ADMITTING THAT WE NO LONGER CAN
COMPETE WITH OTHER NATIONS.
BUT WESTERN DEMOCRATS ARE OFFERING A BOLD) NEW
APPROACH.
WE RECOGNIZE THAT AMERICA'S ECONOMIC FUTURE DEPENDS
ON EXPANDED TRADE WITH THE PACIFIc RIMM -- WHAT I CALL
"THE FAR WEST."
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WE RECOGNIZE THAT EXPANDED TRADE REQUIRES STRONG
ACTION TO REDUCE THE VALUE OF THE DOLLAR AND ATTACK
UNFAIR FOREIGN TRADE PRACTICES.
AND WE RECOGNIZE THAT, IN THE END, AMERICA MUST
COMPETE ITS WAY OUT OF THE TRADE CRISIS. As MONTANA-BORN
ECONOMIST, LESTER THUROW, SAYS, "THE CENTRAL TASK OF THE
NEXT QUARTER CENTURY IS REGAINING COMPETITIVENESS.-"
THIS REQUIRES MORE THAN REPUBLICAN DO NOTHING FREE
MARKET BLATHER.
IT REQUIRES INNOVATIVE POLICIES TO IMPROVE EDUCATION,
INCREASE SAVINGS, BOOST PRODUCTIVITY, AND ACHIEVE MORE
COOPERATION IN THE WORKPLACE.
LET ME GIVE YOU AN EXAMPLE.
THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT FOR YEARS HAS TRANSLATED
THOUSANDS OF U. S. SCIENTIFIC DOCUMENTS AND JOURNALS
INTO JAPANESE SO THAT THEIR BUSINESSES CAN KEEP UP
WITH US.
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DEMOCRATS HAVE PROPOSED A COMPARABLE U. S. GOVERNMENT
PROGRAM, TRANSLATE JAPANESE SCIENTIFIC GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS
AND JOURNALS INTO ENGLISH TO HELP OUR INDUSTRIES COMPETE
WITH THE JAPANESE.
PRESIDENT REAGAN OPPOSES THE BILL, BECAUSE HE SAYS
IT' S GOVERNMENT.
I SAY ITS ECONOMIC SURVIVAL.
Two MONTHS AGO I INTRODUCED THIS-BILL, AND I'M GOING
TO PUT THE BILL ON THE PRESIDENT'S DESK AND DARE HIM TO
VETO IT,
ON ISSUES LIKE THIS, WESTERN DEMOCRATS ARE USING
GOVERNMENT AS A CREATIVE FORCE... TO CUT THE TRADE
DEFICIT, TO CREATE NEW JOBS, TO MAKE AMERICAN COMPETITIVE
AGAIN, TO PRESERVE OUR ENVIRONMENT, TO MAKE TAX LAWS
FAIR TO ALL -- NOT JUST THE RICH.
WE'RE REACHING OUT TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND
CUSTOMERS. AT THIS MOMENT, TED SCHWrNDEN IS LEADING
A DELEGATION IN JAPAN TO STRENGTHEN ECONOMIC TIES WITH
MONTANA.0
SN D 0 .
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THE WEST'S FUTURE --MONTANA'S FUTURE-- IS THE
FUTURE OF AMERICA>- OUR SUCCESS -- OR FAILURE -- TO
COPE WITH OUR CHANGING WORLD ECONOMY, WILL HELP DETERMINE
WHETHER AMERICA WILL SLIP INTO THE RANKS OF SECOND-RATE
COUNTRIES, OR WHETHER WE GROW AND PROSPER.
FORTUNATELY, WESTERN LEADERS LIKE MIKE MANSFIELD
AND THE LATE LEE METCALF HAVE KEPT THEIR "EYES ON THE
HORIZON" FOR A LONG TIME. AND FOLLOWING IN THEIR
FOOTSTEPS, TED, JOHN, PAT AND I HAVE BEEN WORKING HARD
TO FIGHT FOR OUR COMPETITIVE POSITION IN THE WORLD
ECONOMY.
WE'RE PROVING THAT DEMOCRATIC POLITICS IS MORE THAN
SIMPLISTIC SLOGANS...THAT IT'S IDEALS, IDEAS AND CONCRETE
PRAGMATIC SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEMS OF OUR TIMES.
WE'RE FIGHTING TO RESTORE AMERICAN INDUSTRIES TO
THEIR PROPER PLACE AS THE MOST COMPETITIVE IN THE WORLD.
WE'RE FIGHTING TO OPEN NEW MARKETS FOR OUR TIMBER
AND FARM PRODUCTS.
WE'RE FIGHTING TO END OTHER NATIONS' UNFAIR
SUBSIDIES THAT DENY US A FAIR SHARE OF THE MARKET.
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AND, WE'RE FIGHTING TO MAKE SURE THE TAX CODE IS
REFORMED TO IMPROVE OUR NATIONAL PRODUCTIVITY.
THESE ARE THE FIGHTS WE ARE WAGING. THE FIGHTS THAT
WILL GUARANTEE A SOUND ECONOMIC FUTURE FOR OUR NATION.
AND WE HAVE THE RIGHT PEOPLE WITH THE RIGHT VISION
TO PREVAIL.
IT WAS MIKE MANSFIELD WHO SAID THE 21ST CENTURY
WILL BE THE CENTURY OF THE PACIFIC. IT IS THE PEOPLE
OF MONTANA'S DEMOCRATIC PARTY WHO ARE MAKING THAT VISION
A REALITY,
MIKE ALSO SAID "THE MINDS OF MONTANANS DWELL NOT
ONLY UPON COMMUNITY AND STATE, BUT UPON THE NATION AND
THE WORLD AND THE ESSENTIAL UNITY OF ALL."
THAT'S NOT ONLY TRUE IN MONTANA. IT'S TRUE THROUGHOUT
THE WEST. OUR DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES PROVE THAT.
IT'S THIS KIND OF THINKING THAT IS MAKING US THE
PARTY OF THE FUTURE.
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IT'S THIS KIND OF THINKING THAT IS MOVING US FORWARDi
SEARCHING FOR INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO TODAY'S PROBLEMS!
I WANT TO END ON A PERSONAL NOTE.
I'VE TALKED TO MANY OF YOU IN THE PAST TWELVE
MONTHS AND THANKED YOU FOR ALL YOUR HARD WORK FOR ME
LAST YEAR.
BUT LET ME DO IT AGAIN.
THANKS FOR MAKING THE MONTANA DEMOCRATIC PARTY
SUCCESSFUL. THANKS FOR HELPING US FIELD THE BEST
POSSIBLE CANDIDATES. THANKS FOR KNOCKING ON DOORS,
AND MAKING PHONE CALLS.
THANKS FOR ADDRESSING AND STUFFING DIRECT MAIL, AND
ATTENDING ALL THOSE MEETINGS.
IT'S BEEN FUNI IT'S FUN BECAUSE PEOPLE LIKE YOU
GIVE SO MUCH TO DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES.
I HOPE YOU FEEL SOME OF THE SAME REWARDS OF OUR
REJUVENATED DEMOCRATIC PARTY AS I DO.
AND FINALLY, I THANK YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY
HEART, MOST ESPECIALLY, FOR YOUR EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF
MONTANA.
GOOD NIGHT.
